0161 / 1002 – Lup Hka

The circular ditch visible in this picture is a lup hka. This ditch would have been dug to surround the funeral structure which would have acted as the last resting place for the spirit of the deceased before being sent on its final journey to the land of the ancestors. The completion of the ditch symbolised the separation of the spirit from the human realm, accompanied by offerings and other rituala to reinforce the point to the spirit that it should and could not return. The start and / or end of the digging would be done by the mayu group using a special sword, which, in the case of a woman’s death, would comprise the final return gift in the wedding dowry. This act also confirmed the willingness of the family to continue their relationship with the dauma beyond the funeral. 

Some of the largest lup hka spanned more than 50 metres in diameter and are reputed to have been many metres deep. The Jinghpaw have a myth that they copied the system from the Chinese, who in turn encouraged them to dig ever-bigger ditches in an attempt to divert their attention from attacking them. There is also a square lup hka in the Triangle constructed for one of the ancestors of the Lahpai clan, Dai Na La, which is likened to the shape of a fireplace in a house. 

Not everyone could have a lup hka and the size varied depending upon the real or assumed status of the dead person (see photograph 1002). Significantly, the myth of the origin of the overthrow of the chief system amongst the Duleng centres on the avaricious chief Tingmai Tai and his plans to construct a lup hka of huge dimensions to flatter his grandiose self-perceptions. In recent years, the KIA have marked the centre of the site with a memorial stone proclaiming that, at this point, the Kachin struggle from feudalism to democracy began.

